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" INDIA 1S AMERICA'S BUSIRESS
) A Lecture by LOUIS FISCHER
| Town Hall, Curran Theatre, San Francisco, Tuesday, Feb. 23th—11 100 A. M.

| Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen: India this summer. ey
,. The key problem 1n India iz rarely
This summer 1 flew 14,000 miles mentioned because its ‘solution cannot
to India. 1 flew back that same dis- even be undertaken until India is free.:
tance in seven days. 1 left India oneé The key problem 1 Tndia is economic.
" morning and had lunch the next dav  The population of India is increasing
| by the Dead Sea in Palesumne. I left five million each year. According to
!  Africa on a Monday evening. On the official British census, the popula-
¥ Wednesday evenmg I “was i New tion of India in 1931 was three hun-
| York. Along that entire itinerary— dred and thirty-eight million. In 1941
from Miami down to Brazil, from it had risen 1O three hundred and
| Western Africa through Nigera into  eijghty-eight million, an increase of
|  the Sudan, Egypt, Palestine, Irag, In-  fifty million in ten years. Now I lived
f dia and China, there are American iy Russia throughout that buoyant
|
|

camps, American airfields, and Ameri- period of economic expansion when
can boys out of all the States of the tremendous cities and vast industrial
Union, fighting this war against the enterprises were springing up all over
Fascist Axis. This 1s a World War as  the face of that country during suc-
the First World War was not, and cessive five-year plans. But despite
strange plﬂces like Libena and NIQEI‘IR that rapid ec(}nomic groﬂwrth' Only one
Iraq and India have become America’s illion persons were beng absorbed
business. As the months of war g0 by, into gainful employment each year;
America’s participation in the fighting€ whereas, India with five million addi-
will become increasingly intense; for tional persons each year to take car?
although our Allies will continue fight- of, is economically stagnant. Here a
ing by our side, we will have to step in  factory may g0 up, there a few houses,
more and more to relieve those .'Wh() but by and large' there 1S little eco-
are tired because they have been fight- mnomic progress in India. So that it 13
ing so long. literally a fact that the food which, ten
S5 g years ago, three hundred and thirty-

This summer in India I saw 2 good eight million people ate, must now
deal of General Sir Archibald Wavell, suffice for three hundred and eighty-
‘he British Commander In Chief. and eight million people; that the clothin?
he said to me: “If, after Pearl Harbaw, which ten years agn three hundred
we had been capable of divesting our- and thirty-eight million people wore
selves of our psychelogical prejudices ust now be stretched for three hun-
and political‘traditions, we would have red and eighty-eight million people;
forthwith abandoned the Philippines and the shelter, etc. India is a per-
without fightng; aban doned the petually unhappy, undernourished
Dutch Indies and Malay without fight- eountry. When I came back from In-
ing and concentrated all our men and dia I spoke to Pearl Buck who was, as
equipment inBurma;because if we had you know, a missionary and a mission-
held Burma we cold have moved from ary’s daughter in China and also
India, through Burma, into China for knows India well. She said to meg, in
the triumphant assault upon Japan: It words which she subsequently used 1n
- was with a vague, general understand- a New York Times magazine article,
ing of the ‘mportance of India in our «The Chinese peasant lives infinitely
strategy of victory against Japan, as better than the Indian peasant.’”” You
wel] as the importance of India in the can imagine how poorly the Indian
whole morality of this war-and in the peasant lives. I went into Indian vil
£ormulation of peace, that I went to lages; I asked them about their att
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terness against the British military re- as a base for military operations
verses in the Far East—Hong Kong, against the Axis.” Neither Gandhi
Malay, Singapore and Burma—DBritish = nor any other Indian leader is asking
prestige 1in Asig dropped to Zero. the British to get out of India during
There was panic in India. The Indians the war. Neither Gandhi nor any Ind-
were afraid that the British would run ian leader expects complete indepen-
from India as they had so recently dence during the war. All that Gandhi
from Burma. There was no confidence or the Indian leaders are asking for Is
& smong Indians In England’s ability to an Indian national government, which
defend India. The British Government Gandhi said to me in so many words,
in London realized that an emergency which were subsequently published,
had arisen in India, but it was only ‘“An Indian national government

i‘; | ofter a very healthy prod from Presi- which would not interfere with mili-
dent Roosevelt that the British’ war tary_opera’cions, but whieh would 1m-
o Cabinet rushed one of its members, mediately sign a treaty of alliance

Qir Stafford Cripps, out to India to with the United Nations to help us
repair the damage. Now whatever the win the war.” The Indian leaders
causes of Cripps’ failure (and 1n the contend that it is only by giving India
light of his subsequent dismissal from - some such concession, some such in-
the War Cabinet—he was taken into stallment during the war on complete
the War Cabinet when the Churchill independence atter the war, it is only
Cabinet shook as the result of the fall this way that you can arouse the
of Singapore and the escape of the Indian people fo support the war for
“Scharnorst” and “Gneisenau’’ the freedom. If we ask ourselves why the
two German pocketl battleships, under Russians and the Chinese have fought
the nose of the RAF 3111:1 the British =0 stubbornly and well, whereas the
Navy through the English ‘Channel, Indians are completely apathetic to
.Churchill needed Cripp’'s popular sup- this war—the answer is that one fights
‘port and. took him into the Cabinet; the war, that you and I are fighting
and Cripps was dismissed from,that this war, because we have something
Cabinet three days after Rommel’s de" to lose or because we expect to zain
foat in Egypt and after we landed N something. But the Indians have very
North Africa; in that perspective it little to lose and nobody has told them »
becomes clear that Cripps’ mission to in ringing terms that they are likely
India was only part ef the destruction to gain anything. On the contrary! I
of Cripps. Hitler shoots his rivals and sat in the gallery of the House of
Churchill digests his. Cripps tried'to Commons in September 1941 when
succeed, but he fail_ed because cgrtam Churchill. after having had a rendez-
reactionary British imperialists did not * vous with President Roosevelt in the
want him to succeed—did not want Atlantic and drawn up the Atlantic
7 him to become & greater figure 1N ‘Charter, came to the House of Com-
b3 England than he was.) But wnatever mons. A member of Parliament arose¢
the causes of Cripps’ failure, the fact and said ,“Mr. Prime Minister, docs
is that he failed to repair the damage. Article III of the Atlantic Charter
The damage, therefore, grew woise. (which gives every country the right
Iz was as an intuitzve, spontaneous re- to choose its own form of Govern-
action to that. deterioration of "t}le ment). does the Atlantic Chartor ap-
Indian situation that Gandhi said, I'm ‘ply to India?” Churchill stood up and
sick of this, the British must 20. Then said “No sir”’, and sat down. Nnathine
he thought, friends talked to him and which Smuts or Halifax or Herbert
‘said, “That was wrong. You have 10 Morrison or Cripps Or . any l.iic..
5 right to say that.” Gandhi 1s one Qf spokesman has said since that day at
: the few big men in the world who 1s - a]l mitigates or diminishes the validity
\  big enough to admit his errors in pub- of those two words, ‘“No sir.” Indeed,
-3 " lic. And Gandm said, *'I cannot ask Churchill ‘himself reinforced them on
| the British to quit India during the . November 10th, speaking in London,
war. That would mean making & pres- he said, “England will ho'd her awn.
ent:of India to the AX's.” And,Gi“?-dhl I have not become the King’s First
has said from that day to this, The Minister in. order to preside at ‘the
ritish and Americans can stay in liquid: tion of the British Empire.”” And
dia. They can reinforce their armed by calliny the British Empire a British
vices in India. They can use India C>o>mmonwealth you don’t chance Us
| | gpo.s. Canzda, New Zcaland, South
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Africa and Australia are frece domin-
ions, but India :s an oppressed and
unhappy Colony and she, therefore,
cannot participate in this war and if

of millions: | | |

Wwith Gandhi I preached ‘broader
participation in this war, _and he _sald
to me, “You want us Indians to fight
for Democracy 1n Germany, Italf,: and
Japan. How can we? We ha_vex}‘t got
Democracy ourselves.” He said, ‘‘Your
President talks about the four Free-
doms. Does that include the freedom
o be free?” Answer that one. I said,
<] hope”’, and Gandhi said, “1 want to
see a change from the heart of Eng-
land and of America if I am to believe
that you will build a better world after
this war.” By a strange turn of the
wheel of history, this man Gandhi,
who has no moOney, no property, no
party In the . western sense qf_ the
term, who 1s par excellence, 2 sp1_r1tua!
leader; has raised for all of us that
fundamental question of what thl§ war
1s for.

qoveral wecks ago 1 lectured at
Battle Creek, Michigan. After 1 had
talked for an hour and answered ques-
t'ons for twenty minutes (I knew the
meeoting would be over in three or four
minutes) a question came UD in }vrlt-
ing which read, ‘‘Please tell us the
causes of this war.” And then a wgrd
came up out of the bottom of my _mmd
- and I said, “T’ll answer that _quest}on n
one word. The causc of this war was
illiteracy, not the illiteracy of t_hv_e NOOr
jarme or the hillbilly, but the illiter-
acy of the statesmen of the‘xj.rorld who
could not read the handwriting on the
ool (A_pp.lause). In January, 1918,
Woodrow Wilson outlined our warl
‘aims for us In the Fourteen Points. It:
you revert to-them you will {ind they
were :chiefly political and. geograph-
ical. We undertook to restore Alsace-
Loiraine to France, to estabhsh a free

were. things. which we, as victors; ‘un-
. gertook to do: for .others. *
our war aims in this 1c
#reedoms—ireedom of speech and ex-
 pression, freedom of worship, free dom
.. from want .(that means prospenty and

_gecurity),.-freedom from fear (that

" Ineans peace). I'rose, are -the things

'
L] .

that we want for ourselves. Ttisnota

- " L] 'y
l * ’ : = - - L) t r
. Lim

N ‘-..‘. #

. handed? .Not England, not Fr

war about 2 map. There may never be

a Peace Conference after this war.
Peace will not be established by lift-
ing up one country and destroying an-
other or by tearing a piece of territory
away from one country and tacking
it on to the other.. This iIs not a war
about' a map; this'is a war-about our-
selves; this:is a social war; this is a
war - about the fundamentals of the
life that we live.

Some people who .think in two di-

mensions say, ‘‘Hitler and Mussolinl

and Franco and the Japanese militar-
‘sts made this war.” That:is correct;
but we made them. Hitler, maniaw,
mad-man though he be, 1s nevertheless
the child of our civilization. He is a
product of our society. We defeated
the Kaiser, we got Hitler. We could
defeat Hitler and get a worse. Hitler,

unless we destroy .the soil and the

seed in which Hitlerism grows. This,
therefore, is not merely a war against
foreign Fascism and foreign Hitlers,
This is equally a war against the 50 %
Hitlers and the-10% Hitlers and the
29% Hitlers who live in . the midst of
the Democracies and who have helped
to. make this and other wars. (Ap-
plause). The Peace will . depend on
us, on waht we think, on what we do
durinz the war. After all, the peace
will be no better than the men who
make it. Governments create peace 1n
their own. image. Peace like charity

begins at home, and only to the ex-

tent that we prepare for a peace will

there be a peace. Some day, we may
be grateful to Gandhi for having raised
for all of us.thatfundamental question
of whether we can purify “ourselves
during the war as to be capable of
making a better world after the war.

On July 4th while I was in India the
British Viceroy, Lord Lithlingow, gave
a party in his great marble. palace In
New Delhi to celcbrate America’s in-
dependence from the British Empire.
(Laughter). At that party I. heard all
the' arguments against. India’s inde-
pendence from the British Empire. A
British General -who had been in Bur-

ma.said to me, “But could a free India

ofter the war defend itself?”" I said

- to him,-“Could,England?’.’, What coun-

try nowadays can defend itself single-
ance,
not Italy,- probably .ont the United

‘Qtates and Russia.. If only those coun-

tries which can defend themselves are

e
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.. tude toward the British. They never
* gave a . direct answer.. They said,
¢ “We’re hungry.” India’s politics are

made in the stomach. This is the re-
port of every person who goes to India.
The last statement I have seen along
that line was made by.Sonya Tomara,
who is the Hearald Tribune'’s experi-
enced correspondent in India and she
finished a recent article in that paper,
saying; “The more one stays here (in
India) the more one is oppressed by
the surrounding air of discontent, mis-
ery and frustration.” As we know
from our own experiences, 1f some-
thing goes wrong we blame the Gov-

~ ernment, and in India, to an increasing
extent, the Indian people blame British
rile for their privation and their phys-
ical misery—so much so that the Brit-

. . “ish Viceroy of India himself, Lord Lith-

" ingow s~id to me, “India was never as
anti-British as it is today.”

When I reached Bombey I was In-
vited by the.Indian Journalist Associa-
tion to lecture to them. I said, “I never

' lecture, but I will sit down and answer
questions.” In response to one ques-
tion I made a statement in favor of the
war and sketched the kind of bleak

prospect that would face the world if

. Fascism won. An Indian journalist

. arose and said to me, “For us Indians
there is no difference between Japan-
ese Fascism and British Fascism.”

: A second Indian journalist
stood up and said, “The British don’t
bother shooting us, they kill us.” I

-asked him what that meant. He said,
(using a figure which I subsequently
found:in the British official census).
“The average.length of lifein India is
twenty-seven years.” In England it’s

© . sixty, in this counrty it’s sixty-three.
Another Indian j ournalist stood up and
ﬂ?.ld (again using a correct British
figure) “45% of all children born In
India die before the age of five.” And
another.Indian journalist told me at
that meeting (again using the official

- figure) that in 1921 seven percent of
. the Indian population were literate
" and ‘ten years later that figure had

gone up miraculously from 7% to 8%.

That backwardness which, the Indians

maintain, is the product of deliberate
policy, that poverty, that physical suf-
fering, is the background against

which we must view Gandhi’s fast and

all current events in India. ‘
There is a second central fact in the

Indian situation. There comes 3 time
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in the life of every nation—it came to
us early in 1776—as there comes 2
time in the life of every young man
and young womal, when the nation
says, ‘“We wish to walk alone. We
wish to drop the hand that has been
guiding us.” India, irrespective of
race, castes or religion; irrespective of
whether the Indians collaborate with
the British or not—and I heard this
sentiment from some of the bizgest
Indian administrators in India—India
universally wishes to be frae. Wendell
Willkie on his recent trip to the East
made one great if simple discovery
(many of the great things in life are
simple). He discovered that there live
on this planet two billion persons.
When we have discussed world affairs
in the past we talked in terms of the
five hundred million white people who

inhabit the western hemisphere and

western and central Europe. But there
are in India and China and in the small
neighboring countries alone one billion
persons—and they are ingisting on a
life of dignity, on a life of freedom.
If we try to stop them, there will be
an explosion the historic importance of
which will dwarf even this great
World War. The symbol of India’s
unanimous wish for freedom is Ma-
hatma Gandhi. He does not represent
all of India, but he does reflect the
will of all of India.for national libera-
tion. A great man is like good sculp-
ture, made of one piece. A greal man
lives a single tracked life. Lincoln was
great, he lived for Union. Lenin was

great, he lived in order to raise Russia
Churchill 1s

al]l of his acts have been

directed towards the preservation of
England as a first-class power. And in
the same way Gandhi is great because
every single act that he performs 1s
calculated to promote the one goal of
his life—the liberation of India. He 1s
not the man, he has no intention, ‘ar_ld
never had it, to rule India, of adminis-

trating India. His function ends when
When Churchill speaks

agreat because

he is merely saying’ brilliantly what
every plain English citizen says to his
wife or his neighbor every evening-
great man is you iln a(ib;gg'er anlilelz‘e‘ztﬁg
ition. You applau e spea )
o vli}elejw. ‘Similarly Gandhl
when he acts,

vote or an or-

out the authority of a
ganization, reflecting

the gnanimous
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' taponism. The communities have lived
in India harmoniously and will again,
once political differences are settled.

Some of you may know that in recent
years I have been rather vchement in
my denunciation of many phases of
‘Soviet policies, but if there is one prob-
lem which the Bolsheviks have solved
it is the problem of national minorities.
There were, and are, in Russia more
national minorities and more relig-

"jons than in India. Under the Czarist
rexime they were constantly at one
another’s throats. When the Bolshe-
viks came into office they opened the
Czar's archives and they found, for
instance, that in the Caucasus the
Czarist authorities one year armed the
Tartars so that they could slaughter
the Armenians and the next year arm-
ed the Armenians so taht they could
slaughter the Tartars on the old prin-

i ‘divi d rule’. If the Ar- . - -
ciple of ‘divide and rule RS SR Y T O o] 1

~wars.. In order to abolish Empires you
 have to have a new England. Butthere

menians and Tartars were at one an-
other’s throats they would forget the
Czar, who was the oppressor of both.
And the British — there is' proof in

documents — have adopted similar.
measures in India. An imperialist gov-

crnmment has it within its powers to
divide any country it rules endlessly
by giving favors, by giving titles, by
financing magazines and newspapers,
by giving jobs, by encouraging some-
body to be ambitious. There are all
kinds of devious, honest and dishonest,
measures that can be adopted.

I came away from India with the
profound conviction that if there werc

the will, India could be united politi-.

cally overnight and that of course

would be only the first step towards

ultimate social and economic union. 1
came away from India with the con-
viction that the obstacle to Indian in-
dependence does not lie in India. It
Jies in England. India is a very good
thing. Many interests and companies
and families in Fngland have grown
rich on :India. But tke problem is
bigger than that. Neville Chamberlain
was an appeaser, because he was
afraid that if England became in-
volved im a war his England (the Eng-
land of caste and privilege and money
and aristocracy) would die. But
Churchill says, : “No. England can

fight this war and win it and remain"

the -old. Enzland.” And Churchill’s
. . Ing’and included India and includes
the emasculation of the Beveridge re-

port and includes all kinds of reaction-

ary measures. The question, therefere

-------

" lain and Churchill, it would not wish

‘even over 1938? I was in England a

friend of mine, Storm Jameson, who is : ,,J! R

. a gifted British novelist, and I urged e SR

her to come to America to:lecture to Sl R

American audiences, and she with that i o
e

‘war.” The British are worricd about

is not, whether India is ripe for free-
dom; the- question is whether we are
ripe for Indian freedom. If there were
a new England emerging out of this
war, if there were-a new England to
supplant the old England of Chamber-

to held India. That is really the issue. i’
Last Memorial . Day at Arlington :
Cemetery our Under-Secretary of |
State, Sumner Welles, said, “The era ﬁ
of imperialism. is ended.” Vice-Presi- E
dent Wallace .told an audience 1in i’
New York on November 8th, “The new |
Democracy by definition abhors im- |
perialism.” And Wendell Willkie has |
talked in the same sense. Why? Be- |
cause they and an increasing number |
!

of intelligent persons everywhere rea-
lize -that in Colonies, in the rivalary
of nations for Empire .and for theé
wealth of Colonies lies the root of \
wais. So we have this situation. If

cannot be a new England if there is
an old Amcrica. There cannot be a
new England in an old world. The
freedom of India depends on far-
reaching changzes throughout the Dem-
ocratic world. ,_ N

John Maynard Keynes,, who 1S now
a Lord, and one of the directors of the
Bank of England, nevertheless a grcat
cconomist, said recently in a speech:
‘“After this war England must increase
her exports fifty per cent over 1938.
There are no ifs about this. Otherwise
England is sunk.” How can England |
give up her Empire, which must take b
her exports, if her life after this war *
will depend on an increase of exports

Som mm = S Ea S s R e e S O R o

.year and a half ago. I talked to a dear f :

wonderful solidarity that the British
have developed among themselves un-
der the blitz—said, “I would never
leave England during the war, ‘but 1
don’t want to live in Enzland afte. the

unemployment, about exhaustion,
about weakness, as a result of the
war, and the Beveridge plan, welcome
though it is in all its aspects, is a re-
flection of that pessimism. The British
are wondering whether we in our ex-
panded strength offer this war, con-
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to be independent after this war then
there will be very few independent
states, and the General’s question only
means that afer this war there wil
have to be an international organiza-
tion which will defend all countries

against all
party I was asked to sit down next to
Liady Lithlingow, a handsome, regal
lady, the wife of the Viceroy. She
{ried to talk to me about the weather
which is an ubiquitous subject of con-
versation in India, it being 110°
usually from morning until late in the
afternoon, but I soon got her off onto
‘the subject of politics and India’s in-
dependence, and she said, ‘“‘But .are
these people capable of ruling them-

selves?’” Sometimes I’'m blunt in con-

versation. I said, “Lady Lithingow,
you know that’s a very queer quesuon
to ask on a night like this.” That's

exactly what the British Tories said.

about the thirteen colonies in 1776.”
And as the President pointed out in his
speech, which 1s printed in today’s
‘paper, “There were plenty of Ameri-
cans, the skeptics, the cynics of Wash-
ington’s day who did not believe that
-ordinary men and women have the ca-
pacity for freedom and self-govern-
ment.” We are very wonderful at
makingz perfect frigidaires and auto-
mobiles and bombs, but we have run
ourselves into two world wars in. one
generation—and that is no proof of
our capacity to manage world affairs.
At any rate, just as the majority of
Americans in Washington’s day felt
that they were entitled to freedom
and independence, so the Indians, so
the Asiatics feel that they want free-
dom and there will be trouble if we
{ry to obstruct them. The capacity to
use freedom is learned; you're not
boin with it. It’s learned in the exer-
cise of freedom and independence.
At the same party and elsewhere I
heard the final ultimate obstacle, ob-
jection to an Indian independdence.
Namely, the Hindu-Moslem question.
Here it is important to remember this
central fact. One 1s always told ot
fights about cows and music, ete.:But
all British officials, all Moslem lead-
ers, all Hindu leaders, all unanimously
said to me, “There is no friction: be-
tween Hindus and Moslems in the vil-
lages of India. But the village of India
is 90% of India. In other words, the
conflict between Hindus ‘and Moslems

is a man-made, city, political affair..

aggressors. ' At the same.
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In this connection it is significant that
Sir Stafford Cripps, by his own ad-
mission in the House of Commons, did
not—while he was in India—discuss
the Hindu-Moslem problem with Ind-
ian leaders. That seems strange,
doesn’t it? Here he was in India to
settle the Indian problem. Here is pre-
sumably the great obstacle to an Ind-
ian seftflement —the Hindu-Moslem
problem—but he never discussed it
with Indian leaders. Why? Because
when there is no practical solution of
the Indian problem, the various par-
ties hitch their demands to a star and
make the most fantastic threats and
demands and claims, as they are doing
today, which have no relation to real-
ity.. They talk with as little responsi-
bility as some political parties else-
where and as some political leaders.
But when Cripps arrived and for a .
moment offered the Indians a practi-
cal solution of the Indian problem,
they got off their high horses, forgot
their differences, and talked about the
settlement and not about their con-
flicts. Gandhi has said repeatedly,
vou’ll find it in print, that the Indian
Conoress Partv. of which he is the
leader and which consists chiefly of
...ndus, but contains many Moslems,
would enter an Indian National Gov-
ernment with the Moslems. Mr. Jin-
nah, the President of the Moslem
League, said (and you will find his
words in the August 17th issue of the
New York Times) that he would form
an Indian National Government with
the Hindus. In other words, the Hindus
will enter an Indian National Govern-
ment with the Moslems. The Moslems
will enter an Indian National Govern-
ment with the Hindus. The only thing
missing is the Indian Nauonii «ovess.-
ment.. . And that the British have to
give and that so far they have refused
to give. It is the testimony of all per-
sons who are not prejudiced that there
could be a political unity in India.
over-night if the ‘British wished it.
Here is a late dispatch in. the New
York Times frcm its special correspon-
dent in India, Herbert Matthews. He
talks about an interview he had with
one of the Great Hindu leaders ‘in
India, Mr. Rajagopalachari and he
says, ‘“Mr.. Rajagopalachari insisted
and the writer's own investigations
(that was Mr. Matthews’ own investi-
gation). support his thesis. that. there

is no fundamental Hindu-Moslem .an-
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wish of India to be free. As I sat with

him on the ground In his little mud hut

in the center of sizzling hot India I
had the impression as 1 hstened to his
voice that I was lsitening to four hun-
dred million voices and the impact
upon me was overwhelming.
Gandhi today 1s near death. )|
it astounding that some Americans do
not understand what he is doing. The
British . Viceroy admitted to me that
the British Army In India is an Army
of occupation. Suppose _
cupied by a foreign army, suppose our
political parties were‘suppressed, sup-
pose all our political leaders were 1n
jail and a foreign nation ruling us;
wouldn’t we seize upon any weapon
to fight the foreign invader? Qandhl
has no other weapon. In Gandhi’s low-.

7 ‘e IS one decoration. It 1s
) hUt Lhers Christ. He 18

Hindu, but he

' ] ' inciples 0O
believes In many of the principlées O
Christianity and the early Chrlstlazns
at least understood sacrifice and re-

nunciation. Sacrifice and renunciation
make a t

d the British controvert their OW~
gtléltements of Gandhi’'s waning mflué
ence by the tremex_ldous_enelgy fan
money they spend in trying to puﬁf_e
that Gandhl’s influence is waning. 1S

fast has shaken India. 'Iihe Viceroy
o Cabinet, Or executive councﬂ,_

ylaced I :
}uborate with the _Brltlsh. ,
words:, independence. doesn’t come

first with them. Three of: those ten

ierns have resigned on account q‘
](‘Irlfr}ldhi’s fast. I know ON€ of them:_ Sni
Homi Mody, kni_ghted by the British

PN 1] a hardboiled busi-

He has resigned because of
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publicly whittled down his demands.
He was not asking for what the Brit-
ish .could not give. There did not have
to be a civil disobedience movement.

Theré did not have to be all the kill:

inzs' (the accusation by the British
leveled against Gandhi that he has

provoked violence:sounds fantastic in °

the mouth of a regime which is based

on violence). The killings did not have

to take place, nor did the fast have to
take place. Gandhi begged twice this
summer to see the Viceroy, but the
Viceroy refused. - Gandhi wanted a
concilliatory agreement—the Viceroy
wouldn’t have it. The reason is simple!
Winston Churchill said when he was
{ifty-five, and he hasn’t changed since
then. “The truth is that Gandhism and
all it stands for will sooner or_ later
have to be grappled with and finally
crushed.” And this is Churchill’s first
opportunity in high office to grapple

£ with Gandhi. ‘The British have def-

initely thrown a challenge to the Ind-
ian National Movement. The British
have definitely decided to try to break
Gandhi, to try to break the Indian
movement for freedom. .Chiang Kai
<hek has warned Winston Churchill
and President Roosevelt that this at-
tempt to suppress a great movement
for freedom in the midst of a great
war for freedom, may drive all of
Asia into the arms of the Axis. ks
People sometimes try to frighten me
by saying, ‘“You’re being anti-British.”
Well, I'm not easily frightened. More-
over, this is not being. anti-British. I
you wish to look into my “Dawn of
Victory’”’ you will find that I-am very
pro-British. T love the British and I
think that in many respects they are
‘more civilized than we are..I only
wish they would stay at home. 1 am
not anti-British, I am anti-Tory. (ADp-
plause). I am not anti-British, I am’
anti - Imperialist. (Applause). The:
men who would not save the Spanish
Republic; the men who killed CZecho-
slovakia: the men who went to Musso-
lini and to Hitler and found them won-
derful are still in the British Cabinet,
and I do not expect those reactionaries
anG Tories to give India freedom. K
is horrible enough that the British are
killing Gandhi; they~Should at least
tiy not to kill the truth. (Applause).
Gandhi did the same thing in the
current political crisis. Against the
background- of India’s eternal misery
and the mounting resentment and bit-
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to be independent affer this war then
there will be very few independent
states, and the General’s question only
means that afer this war there wik
have to be an international organiza-
tion which will defend all countries

against all aggressors. At the same.

party I was asked to sit down next to
Lady Lithlingow, a handsome, regal
lady, the wife of the Viceroy. She
{ried to talk to me about the weather
which is an ubiquitous subject of con-
versation in India, it being 110°
usually from morning until late in the
afternoon, but I soon got her off onto

‘the subject of politics and India’s in-

dependence, and she said, “But are
these people capable of ruling them-
selves?’ Sometimes I'm blunt in con-
versation. I said, “Lady Lithingow,
you know that’s a very queer quesuon
to ask on a night like this.. That’s
oxactly what the British Tories said
about the thirteen colonies in 1776.”
And as the President pointed out in his
speech, which is printed in today’s
‘paper, “There were plenty of Ameri-
cans, the skeptics, the cynics of Wash-
ington’s day who did not believe that

-ordinary men and women have the ca-

pacity for freedom and self-govern-
ment.” We are very wonderful at
making perfect frigidaires and auto-
mobiles and bombs, but we have run
ourselves into two world wars in. one
generation—and that is no proof of
our capacity to manage world affairs.
At any rate, just as the majority of
Americans in Washington’s day felt
that they were entitled to frcedom
and independence, so the Indians, so
the Asiatics feel that they want frec-
dom and there will be trouble 1f we

{ry to obstruct them. The capacity to.

use freedom is learned; you're not
boin with it. It’s learned in the exer-
cisc of freedom and independence.
At the same party and elsewhere I
heard the final ultimate obstacle, ob-
jection to an Indian independdence.
Namely, the Hindu-Moslem question.
Here it is important to remember this
central fact. One is always told ot
fights about cows and music, etc. But
all British officials, all Moslem lead-
ers, all Hindu leaders, all unanimously
said to me, ‘“There is no friction: be-
tween Hindus and Moslems in the vil-
lages of India. But the village of India
is 90% of India. In other words, the
conflict between Hindus 'and Moslems

is a man-made, city, political affair..

In this comnnection it is significant that
Sir Stafford Cripps, by his own ad-
mission in the House of Commons, did:
not—while he wag in India—discuss
the Hindu-Moslem problem with Ind-
ian leaders. That seems strange,
doesn’t it? Here he was in India to
settle the Indian problem. Here is pre-
sumably the great obstacle to an Ind-
ian seftflement —the Hindu-Moslem
problem—but he never discussed it
with Indian leaders. Why? Because
when there is no practical solution of
the Indian problem, the various par-
ties hitch their demands to a star and
make the most fantastic threats and
demands and claims, as they are doing
today, which have no relation to real- -
ity.. They talk with as little responsi-
bility as some political parties else-
where and as some political leaders.
But when Cripps arrived and for a .
moment offered the Indians a practi-
cal solution of the Indian problem,
they got off their high horses, forgot
their differences, and talked about the
settlement and not about their con-
flicts. Gandhi has said repeatedly,
vou’ll find it in print, that the Indian
Coneoress Partv. of which he is the
leader and which consists chiefly of
...ndus, but contains many Moslems,
would enter an Indian National Gov-
ernment with the Moslems. Mr. Jin-
nah, the President of the Moslem
Leazue, said (and you will find his
words in the August 17th issue of the
New York Times) that he would form
an Indian National Government with
the Hindus. In other words, the Hindus
will enter an Indian National Govern-
ment with the Moslems. The Moslems
will enter an Indian National Govern-
ment with the Hindus. The only thing
missing is the Indian Navionii »ovess.-
ment.. And that the British have to
give and that so far they have refused
to give. It is the testimony of all per-
sons who are not prejudiced that there
could be a political unity in India
over-night if the ‘' British wished it.
Here is a late dispatch in. the New:
York Times frcm its special correspon-
dent in India, Herbert Matthews. He
talks about an interview he had with
one of the Great Hindu leaders ‘in
India, Mr. Rajagopalachari and he
says, ‘‘Mr.. Rajagopalachari insisted
and the writer's own investigations
(that was Mr. Matthews’ own investi-
gation). support his thesis. that there

is no fundamental Hindu-Moslem an-
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wish of India to be free. As I sat with

him on the ground 1n his little mud hut

in the center of sizzling hot India I
had the impression as I llste_ned to his
voice that 1. was Isitening to four hun-
dred million .voices and_the impact
upon me Was overwhelming. o
Gandhi today 1s near death. I find
it astounding that some {smeglcans do
not understand what he i1s doing. The
British . Viceroy admitted to me that
the British Army ‘h India is an Army
of occupation. SUpPPOSE we were oc-
cupied by a foreign army, SUppPOse our
political parties w_ere'suppressed, sup-
pose all our political leaders were in
jail and a foreign nation ruling us;
wouldn’t we seize upon any weapon
to fight the foreign invader? (}'andhl
has no other weapon. In Gandhi's low-
ly hut there is one decoration. It is
o simple print of Jesus C
ot a Christian. He's a Hindu, _
believes In many of the prmmgle_s of
Christianity and the early Chl‘lStla}IS
at least understood sacrifice and re-
nunciation. Sacrifice and renunciation
make a tremendous appeal to Indians,
and the British COH’C_I:OVEI‘t their own
statements of Gandhi’s waning milu(i
ence by the tremel}dous_enmgy ?,n
money they spend in trying to pug_e
that Gandhli’s influence 18 waning. t 1S
fast has shaken India. The VlCElQi‘V
has a Cabinet, Or executive COHI}CI ,
which consists of fourteen membe1§-—l—
{en of them Indians. Those are high
ced Indians who are ready to col-
1;borate with the British. In othex
words, independence. 1doesnt come
first with them. Three of® those ter;
Tndicns have resigned on accountsq‘
Gandhi’s fast. 1 know one of them, S1X
Homi Mody, kni_ghted bgmt;lie
o o .millionaire—2 'Sl )
]Ggrfdh;s religion, 2 hardboiled busi-

He has resigned because of
' imagine if

men like Mo&y who were ready to.

the Viceroy,
 erdy to cooperate with the Britisn;
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publicly whittled down his demands.
He was not asking for what the Brit-
ish-could not give. There did not have
to be a civil disobedience movement.

Theré did not have to be all the kills

inzs (the accusation by the British

leveled against Gandhi that he has
provoked violence:sounds fantastic in 3
the 1_nouth‘of a regime which is based
on violence). The killings did not have
to take place, nor did the fast have to
take place.
summer to see the Viceroy,
Viceroy refused. - Gandhi wanted a
concilliatory agreement—the Viceroy
wouldn’t have it. The reason is simple!
Winston Churchill said when he was
{ifty-five, and he hasn’t changed since
then. “The truth is that Gandhism and
all it stands for will sooner .or. later
have to be grappled with and finally
crushed.” And this is Churchill’s first
~ opportunity In high office to grapple
£ with Gandhi. 'The British have def-
initely thrown a challenge to the Ind-
ian National Movement. The, British
have definitely decided to try to break
Gandhi, to try to break the Indian
movement for freedom. .Chiang Kai-
shek has warned
and President Roosevelt that this at-
tempt to suppress a great movement
for freedom in the midst of a great
war for freedom,

Gandhi begged twice this
but the

Winston Churchill

may drive all of
Asia into the arms of the Axis. 2

People sometimes try to frighten me
by saying, ‘“You're being anti-British.”
Well, I'm not easily frightened. More-
over, this is not being. anti-British. Ii
you wish to look Into my “Dawn of
Victory” you will find that I am very
pro-British. T love the British and 1
think that In many respects they are
than we are.. I only
wish they would stay at home. I am
not anti-British, I am anti-Tory. (Ap-

plause). I am not anti-British, I am’

anti - Imperialist. (Applause). The
men who would not save the Spanish
Republic; the men who killed CZecho-
slovakia; the men who went to M usso-
lini and to Hitler and found them won-
derful are still in the British Cabinet,
and I do not expect those reactionaries
and Tories to give India freedom. Ik
i3 horrible enough that the British are
killing Gandhi; they~should at least
try not to kill the truth. (Applause).

Gandhi did the same thing in the
current political crisis. Against the
background-of India’s eternal misery
and the mounting resentment and bit-
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