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A Newsletter of the Gadar Memorial Center, 5 Wood Street, San Francisco, Ca 94117 Inde

pende:n;:c Day Issue 15 Aigusl 1993

EIGHTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
GADAR PARTY

As we celebrate India's forty-sixth birthday
as a free nation, it is important to remember
the pioneers, leaders and the devoted work-
ers of a historical movement during the early
part of this century that lit the first spark of
revolution and set the stage for India's free-
dom struggle. Itis also the eightieth anniver-
sary ycar of the founding of the Hindustan
Gadar Party.

Hindustan Gadar Party was formed in San
Francisco in 1913 and was an important
force in India's freedom struggle. It dissemi-
natedits message throughapowerful weekly
paper called Gadar printed 1n Urdu, Punjabi,
Gujrati, English, Mandarin and German to
promote the cause of Indian independence.
The party with world-wide network dedi-
cated itself to unity, secularism and social
justice and through examples of selfless
commitment to such ideals inspired a new
generation of freedom fighters in India.

Printed below is an excerpt of "India's Inde-
pendence Vow" from Ghadar Dhandora of
May 1930 originally published in Nanking,
China. The vow, under the direction of Ma-
hatma Gandhi and the National Congress,
was adopted in thousands of meetings all
over the country. The adoption of this vow
was inspired by the valiant deeds of Gadar
Party heroes and marked the dawn of a new
eralaunching the nation into a life and death
strugele for the restoration of its birthright.

" We believe that it is divine and inviolable
right of the Indian people, as of any other
people, to have freedom and to enjoy the
fruits of their toil and have the necessilies of
life so that they may have full opportunities
ofgrowth. Webelieve alsothatifany govern-
ment deprives a people of these rights and
oppresses them, the people have a further
right to alter it or abolish il. The British
Government in India has not only deprived
the Indian people of their freedom but has
based itselfon the exploitation of the masses,
and has, banckrupted India economically,
politically, culturally and spritiually. We
believe, therefore, that India must sever the
British connection and attain Purna Swaraj
or complete independence’
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| DEATH OF A HERO

| When Kartar Singh Sarabha was waiting
in his cell to be hanged, his grandfather
came to visit him. He was sad seeing his 19
year old grandson in the solitary cell. He
wanted to persuade young Sarabhatoappeal
for an amnesty. Sarabha asked him, “How
did such and such person die?”

His grandfatherreplied, “Hedied of cholera
after suffering alot.” ~

“And how did ....die?” inquired Sarabha.
“Of fever, after a long suffering.”

Sarabha kept asking about various people
who had died before him and his grandfather
kept telling him of the various deceases they
died of.

“Don’t you think my death is going to be
more glorious and meaningful than theirs?
Surely you don’t want me todic after rotung
foralong time like them!!” Sarabha said 1D
a calm voice.

PROMISE WRITTEN IN BLOOD
It was August 1943. Netaji Subhash

Chandra Bose came to speak before afully
packed hall in Rangoon. He challenged all
present there to give everything to free In-
dia “Freedom demands sacrifice fromall of
you. It demands every thing- all that you

have: wealth, intellect, life. You have al-
ready given a lot Gold, strength of your
arms and vour heart. But the thirst of the
Goddess of freedom can not be quenched
with these things alone. The Goddess of
freedom needs the mad worshippers who
can offer flowers of their heads. The history
of victory in the battle of freedom 1s wnitten

" with the ink of blood. Give me blood and I
| promise you that I will give you frecedom.™

- The youths in the hall shouted. “We will

give our blood. Longlive freedom.” Netaji
looked at them and said, “‘I have an affidavit
form. Let's see who signs that to sacrifice

| everything.”

" “Don’t you have faith in us, Netaj?" asked
" one of the young men in the crowd.

| Netaji explained, “Today we are not going

to sign the affidavit in ink. This 1s the
affidavit of freedom to be offered at the feet
of Mother India. It has to be signed with
blood. Only those should sign 1t who con-
sider theirlife as flowers to be offered at the

| feet of Mother India.”
' The crowd got up and answered 1n one
| voice, *“We will give our blood, we will give

our blood.™

Seventeen women got up and went to the
podium. They took daggers out, pierced
through their fingers and signed the affida-
vit. Others followed, people belonging to
all parts of India, people belonging to all
religions, people speaking many languages.
They all came forward to sign their names
in blood.

“Waitnow,” said Netaji. He asked them to
mix everyone’s bloodinone pot. Theneach
one dipped their pens that potand signed the
affidavit declaring that they would sacnifice
all they had to free India. The blood of
Sikhs, Muslims, Hindus, Christians - the
blood of Marathas, Bengalis, Gujarats and
Dravids - all togcther, all as one.

It is appropriate to remember that today.
Freedom was won by sacrificing the blood
of those belonging to all castes, creeds,
colors and religions. Freedom was won by
a united people. Today, when Indiais torn
apart by divisiveness and religious bigotry,
there is the danger that our hard-won free-
dom may well be lost. More than ever we
have to fight bigotry as one people again.

f



Calendar

The following are just scme of the programs
and events being planned at the Center in the
near future. For schedul® and additional in-
formation please cal] ejther (510) 527-7981
or (415) 567-0555.

September 1993

Commencement of classes in Beginning
Hindi/ level I & level I1

September 1993

Commencement of classes in Beginning
Punjabi/ level I & level II

September/ October 1993

Classes on Indian Vocal Music Rita Sahai
September 1993

Classes 1n Indian Classical Dance by
Kunhiraman

November 21, 1993

Martyr's Day Celebrations

‘Spring 1994

Children's BOOK FAIR

March 23, 1994

Shaheed Day/ cultural & music program

Gadar Memonial Steering Cornmittee strives to
organize programs like panel discussions and
lalksbyvisiﬁngschularsandacu'vislsnnsubjects
of interests related to eventsin India. Yourideas
- for future programs are most welcome. Events
are generally publicized in the relevant local
Indian media.

Editorial Board
Ved Prakash Vatuk, Ravi Anand, Mahara) Kaul
Amnk Singh & Syed Saifullah
Gadar welcomes letters and comunentary articles
dealing with issues of interest 10 the readers.

Send your thoughts 10:
Gadar
S Wood Street
San Francisco, Ca 94117

Gadar Newsletter
5 Wood Street
San Francisco, Ca 94117

[ am enclosing a check in the
amount of $ 5.00 for a one year

subscription to Gadar

Name I O e
AJGreps W=y . WL dh L
Cit State Zi

INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATION event has been coordinated
Steering Committee with the support and cooperation of the following Bay Area organizauons:
Punjabi People’s Cultaral Association, Coalition AgainstCommunalism, IndiansforCollective
Action, Seva and Indo-American Community Senior Center. All organizations hold regular
meetings and welcome your support and active participation. Following is a bnef description of the
organizations and respective contact phone numbers:

GADAR MEMORIAL STEERING COMMITTEE is dedicated to keep the hentage of Gadar and
Independence movement alive and its spirit of total economic, social and cultural independence
vibrant by which the dream of an India free of casteism. racism, religious bj gotry,regionalism and
linguistic chauvinism as envisioned by Gadarites and other { reedom fighters. It has celebrated many’
national events in memory of our martyrs. Its program includes classes in Indian languages, music,
dance and culture. For more information call (415) 567-0555 or (510) 527-798]

PUNJABI PEOPLE™S CULTURE ASSOCIATION was founded in 1986 to promote Indian culture
and to fight against religious fundamentalism and separatist movements. [t works closely with

fratemal organizations in India, Canada and Britain . It spreads its message of communal harmony,

- unity and seculansm as well as social Justice through cultural programs. Cal| (510)674-0974
| COALITIONAGAINSTCOMMUNALISMwaﬁfDundedinDecemberl992b}*cnncemedpeopienf
. Indian onigin after the demolition of Babri Mosque. CAC is committed to promoung communal

harmony, and to reversing the Increasing communal polarization in the Indian community.in the San
Francisco Bay Area, USA and in India. It strongly supports a united and secular India based on
equality, freedom and social and economic Justice. Call (510) 601-6929

INDIANS FORCOLLECTIVEACTION (foundedin 1968) hasbeenactive lor25yearsin supporting
a wide vanety of development projects in India at the grass root level It supports social actuivists and

. volunteer organization in India working with people to change the country for the better. ICA

disbursesall fundsitcollectsforits projectsfocusingonlongterm developmentfullyinvolving people.
It avoids projects with direct religious and political affiliation. Call (408) 985-6843

SEVA USA (founded in 1991) supports development in the areas of basic education, women's
welfare, health, rural technologies and environmental 1ssues in India.on a non-sectarian and non-
discnminatory basis. Seva works with five organizations in north and south India.
INDO-AMERICAN COMMUNITY SENIOR CENTER (established in 1988) provides comprehen-
sive multi-service programs to seniors including health information, socialization and recreation. It
advises senior on matters related to social secunity and law. ICSC"s goal is to facilitate seniors o
conduct and participate in a variety of programs and to create a support structure. Its members -now
numberning 300- hold regular frequent meeung in a variety of locations. Call (415) 325-0691

The following quotes are excerpted from INDIA'S VOICE of September 1943 published at
Hindustan Gadar Party Headquarters at 5 Wood Street, San Francisco;
Enslave the liberty of but one human being and the liberties of the world are put in penil.
- Lloyd Garison.
He that would make his own liberty secure must guard even his enemy {rom oppression.
- Thomas Paine
Guarding the rights of others we guard our own.
- Chester Rowell, S.F.Chronicle, June 26, 1939
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