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the Chairmanship of Indian Legislative

Mr. Patel. Who has recentlV resigned;from
Assembly
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Mr. Patel’s Letter Of Resignation
To The Viceroy Of India

‘*Holcombe,
Simla, April 2j.
My Dear Lord Irwin,

I hereby beg to tender my resignation of . the oftice of
President and also membership of the Indian Legislative Assembly.
In doing so, I take this oPobrtuiuty of giving Your Excellency
some idea of the difficulties and obstacles the first elected Presi-
dent had to contend with in the discharge of his duties and also
of stating briefly the reasons which have impelled me to tender my. -
resignation.

CHARASSMENT AND PERSECUTION MY LOT FOR

THREE YBARS”
I have been in the chair of the Assembly since August 1925.
Strict impartiality and more than that, absolute indePendence, have
guided my conduct throughout. Neither desire for Popular applause
nor a fear of Bureaucratic frown have ! allowed to influence my
con ‘uct at any tims. I may have made mistakss, but I can safely
say, with a clear conscience, to-da¥, that.on no occasion have I
been actuated by any personal or Plitical feeling and in all that
I have said or done, I have, according to my Poor Judgment en-
deavoure l to consult the best ‘interests’ of the Assembly and
country.

By unflinching adherence to these two principles in the
discharge of my duties, under circumstances however difficult, I
brought down on my head the wrath of the bureaucracy. [t is no
doubt true that they tolerated my adherence to these principles up
to a Point, but in matters that really mattered to them it was a

different story. The King's Government must be carried on, and
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even the Speaker of the popular Assembly is exPected to behave
and to make it easY {or the Bureaucracy to function. I gavs them
no yuarter and refused to be a part and parcel of the adminis-
tration or be subzervient to them on any matter, however vital
from their Joint of view. And in the result, harassment an‘l
Dersecution was my lot at least for the last three years. The Chair
has been a bed of thorns for me all throughout. The¥ went to the
length of organising and carrying out a social boycott of the
President of the Assembly. They condoned, to use a milder term,
all‘ sorts of attacks in the press, and, otherwise, on the imparti-
ality of the Chair in the most unbecoming language imaginable.

I could not retaliate nor could I s~ eak out, and had to bear
all this in solemn cilence all the time. The ounly relief I had was
when on occasions I spoke out my min:d to some extent to Your
Excellency in private. The authority of the Chair and the dignity
of the House were malters of no concern to them, or rather it was
their special concera, on occasions, to endeavour to undermine
them ani lower the Chaic in the estimation of the public.

COLIQUE OF UNDERLINGS?

As if this was not enough, a clique of underlings, deter-
mined on a campaign of vilification, abuse and misrePresentation
of the President, was allowed to thrive doing its work unhampered.
One of the items of its Programme was to Prejudice Your Excel-
lency against me. How far theY have succeeded in that object, it
is not for me to say. Certain correspondents of newsntapers had
alwa¥s free access to this clique and receivedy at its hands,
every encouragement and inspiration. The columns of these news
pPapers were at the disposal of the clique for its camPaign against
the President with the result that, to the ordinary white man,
not only at the headquarters of the Government of India, but

throughout the country, the occupant of the Assembly Chair has



become an ey¥e-sore; so much so that his exit from the Chair will
be hailed with a sigh of relief and even delight by him.
MOVEMENTS SHADOWED AND WATCIED

In these circumstances, it should not surprise Your Excell-
encY to learn that I have been shadowed and my movements
have been constantly watched. It secmed to me as if there was a
deliberate and organised conspiracy to T'ersecute me in order that
I might, in sheer disgust, tender my resignation and thereby
supPly a handle to the enemies of India to demonstrate that
Indians are unfit to hold such responsible bosit'ons. It was an oben
secret that the Government of India and their officials had no Iové
for me, and tolerated me in the Chair because there was no way
by which they could remove me excePt by a direct vote of censure.
But they were never sure of getting a maJority in the House to
pPass such a vote, and PerhaPs You would not lightly allow such a
motion to be tabled, :

In the midst of all these diffficulties, I carried on, be-
caugse I had believed that I was serving my country by doing
so. Forlunately when maiters would have come to a crisis I had
won, and theY had lost. A man w.th weaker nerves would have
resi¢ned long ago or become subservient to them. I did neither,
but stuck to my post, and laid down Drecedents and conventions
and gave rulings which I venture to think might do credit to any
Assembly in the world.

“CONTINUOUS STRUGGLE BETWEEN
ASSEMBLY AND GOVT.’
My tenure of offiee had throughout been a Period of one
continuous struggleg between the Chair and the Assembly oa the

one hand, and the Government on the other, and in spite of the

many limitations imdosed upoa me and the Assembly by the con-
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stitution, I have alwaVs endedavoured to uphold and enlarge the
authority of the Chair and the dignity, rights and Privileges of
the House against the Powerful bureaucracy, and I believe I have,
in a great measure, succeeded. These five Years have b%n to me
s0 strenuous, so full of worries and anxieties, as to seriously im-
Pair my health. MY only solace is in the feeling that I still
retain the confidence of my people. It is not mv puriose to blame
any Particular individual or individuals. MY comvlaint is against
the sVstem under which all the ugly activities I have Just described
are DPossible, and the sooner such a system is put an end to, the
better for all concerned.

CONGRESSMENS BOYCOTT AND AFTER

Notwithstanding all harassment and Tersecution, I should
have certainly continued to occupy thc Chair if by doing so I
thought that I would better serve my Country. But I am convinced
that, under the changed conditions, my usefulness as the Presi-
dent of the Assembly has entirely ceased to exist.Owing to the
boycott of thc Assembly by Congressmen in obedience to thc man-
date of the Lahore Congress, followed recently by the resignations
of the Leader of the Opfosition, Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviva,
and a band of his loyal followers, as a protest afainst the mann-
er and method by which thc Government of India forced down the
throat of an unwilling Assembly the princiPle of Imperial Prefer-
ence, thc Assembly has lost its representative character. And when
sPeaker after speaker rose on the Tariff Bill discussion and said
that, by the attitude adopted by the Government of India, namely, that’
the Assembly must accept British Preference or the mill industry
of India must g0 to wrack and ruin, they would be compelléd
to vote against their convictions and not on the merits of the
Government ProPosals, I felt whether it was worthwhile any longer

presiding over an Assembly, where it was not Possible for the




President to safeguard even the freedom of vote subPosed to have

heen guaranteed by the (?overnment of India Act.
CONTINUING IN GHAIR—A

DISSERVICE TO COUNTRY

[t goes without saying that Assembly would hereafter exist

merelv to regdister the decrees of the executive, and I would be

Coine a disservice to mV country if I continue to lend false Dres-

tize to such a body by presiding over it any more. Apart from

these considerations in the grave situation that has arisen in .the

I feel that I would be guilty of deserting India’s cause

country,
At this critical Juncture if I were to continue to hold the office

of President of the Assembly.

On the 2lst January, 193), in explaining my position as
President of the Assembly in reference to the resolution of the
Lahore Congress, I had used these significant words: «Whilst I am
quite clear that it would be wrong and indeed dangerous for any
President to act on the mandate of an¥ Political party in or out-
side the House, I am equally emphatic that circumstanced as India
is, a situation might arise when, in the larger interests of the
country, the President of the Assembly might feel called uPon to
tender his resignation with a \I'ie\v to return to a position of
oreater [reedom?. I have no doubt, in my mind, that such a

situation has now arisen in the country.
«\MY PROPER PLACE IS WITH THE PEOPIL

My Deople have been engaged in a life and death struggle
for freedom. The movement of mnon-violent non-cooperation and
civil disobedience initiated by the Indian National Congress under
the leadership of .Mahatma Gandhi, the greatest man of modern
times, is in full swing. Hundreds of Prominent countr¥men of
mine haye already found their Place in His MaJesty’s Jails. Thou-
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sands are Prepared to lay down their lives, il necessary, and hun-
dreds ol thousands are ready to court imbrisonment in the prose-
cution of that great movement. At such a Juncture in the history
of the struggle for the freedom of my country, my Proper Place
is with my countr¥men, with whom I have decided to stand
shoulder to shoulder and not in the Chair of the Assembly.

As Your Excellency is aware, I was endeavouring in my
humble way l‘(_)r.the last four Years that You have been at the helm
of affairs in India, to Drevent such a situation from develoding.
I had, all along, Pleaded that a crisis could be averted only by a
frank and full recognition, by Britain, of India’s claim to com-
Plete Dominion status without reservation, the method of giving
effect to that decision being examined in some Joint and equal con-
ference between the plenilotentiaries of the two countries. In an-
other letter, I have stated, in some detail, the result of mV
endeavours on these lines. That letter, therefore maV.be treated
as Part of this.

“TALK ABOUT CHANGE OF HEART-AN
EYEWASTI”?

I confess, I felt, for a time, that better daYs were in
sight; and India might soon secure her legitimate Dlace as a self-
governing unit in the British Commonwealth of Nations without
further sufferings-and sacrifices, mainly through Your instrumen-

tality. But, recent events, both in England and India, have com-
&

Dletely disillusioned me fand L have now come to the deliberate

conclusion that all talk"‘ixbout a so-called change of heart on the
part of the British Goven}n;ent and a change of spirit in the dayv-
to-day administration of th‘is country and of Dominion status being
in action in India, is merely an eYe-wash, is as unreal as the
Fiscal AutonomY Convention, and is not to De found anVwhereg
translated into action jn any shabe or form
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POLICY OF RUTHLESS REPRESSION

In these circumstances, I have no doubt, whatever, that
there is no desire on the part of the British Government to recoS-~
nise the Justice of the claim made by the Congress and satisfac-
torily settle India’s problem to the lasting benefit of India and
Sritain alike. On the contrary there had been abundant evidence,
in the recent action of the Government in all parts of the country,
that, true to their traditions, they have launched on a policY of
ruthless repression designed to crush the legitimate asPirations of
2 great people. I am convinced, therefore, that Mahatma Gandh;
stands {ully vindicated in the attitude he had taken up that he
was not prepared to advise the Congress to particivate in the
Round Table Conference in London unless there was a full and
frank recognition of India’s claim to complete Dominion status
without any reservation, and unless it was made clear that the
Conference was to mect to exblore the methods of giving effect to
such a decision. In such a situation, the onlV¥ honourable and
patriotic course oPen to me is to sever my connection with the
Government of India, which I hereby do, b¥ tenderinZ my resig-
nation, and take my legitimate I'lace in the fight for freedom side
by side with my countr¥men. I only hoPe, my indifferent health
will not Prevent me from actively participating in the movement,
but in any case I shall be giving at least miy moral support to it
by this resignation. j

APPRECIATION OF VICEROY’S
FRIENDLY FEELINGS

In the end, I desire to Dlace on record my sincere appre-
ciation of Your friendly fesling towards me and of tha advice You
fave me {rom time to time, and of Your uniform courtesy and

kindness throughout. Two instances in particular of Your sbecial




assurance to Your Excellenc® that, althou

regard {or me I shall always remember with gratitude. During my
term of office, my c'onstituenc.\,‘ was in serious trouble on more
than one occasion: (1; In 1927, owing to unrecedented {loods. On
that occasion, Your Excellency, at my request, visited the flood-
stricken area and moved about from vileage to village under most
te¥ing condition, and ex‘ressed to my Teo"le XYour Dersonal
symrathy which they needed so much at the time. . 2 In 1928 owing
to the unjustifiable enhancement of land revenue in the Bardoli
Taluka. There too Yous Excellency, at my request, used your food
offices with the Government of Bombay to settle the trouble which
was about to result in a serious crisis. I now close with the
¢h my oificial connection
with you ceases from to-day, my personal regard fcr vou shall
ever continue as hitherto, and with a hope that we might some day
meet in our unofficial capacity, and, without reservé, exchang

notes of our resbective actions in our oliicial capacity.

Yours sincerely,

(8d.) J.V, Patel,

aahiiiineis
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Why do the Iuropean nations oppose
Russia’s new theory? Because they are advuocates
of aggression and forece without justice, while
Russia 15 fighting for justice and strikirg at
the rule of might; no wonder the Powers are
trying to destroy a policy so diametrically
opposed to theirs! Defore the revolution Russia
was also a most reacticvary State and stood

for might rather than right; now, because she

opposes the policy of might, the other powers
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are mobilizing to fight her.
Drv. Sun Yat-Sen,
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THE UNITED STATES OF INDIA

forms suffered the same fate.

“The Indian people demanded restriction and
local control, while the only effectual opposition
came from the revenue-collecting department. . .
the British Government officials sold licenses to
the highest bidder, till the Excise Department had
become one of the most lucrative of public de-
partments.’’

People who can borrow this book from a li-
brary will find in it a good deal of useful am-
munition to use on those unthinking (and unin-
formed) “Labor” men who talk of India’s debt
to British rule. Whatever “‘benefits” India has
received have been paid for by her peasants and
workers—in human life, as well as In money.

(Reprinted from “Plebs.”)

| — NEWS AND NOTES —

The British Government seems bent upor,
crushing the Akali movement. Nearly 15,000
Akalis have been imprisoned in connection with
the affairs at Gaito and Bhi Pheroo. The Brit-
ish are fomenting discord at various places with
a view to creating division within the Akali
forces, just as in Ireland, especially in the North,
they have created division among the people.
The cbject is obvious, it is to carry out the time-
honored policy of the British—divide and con-
quer.

At Nankana Sahib two hundred Akalis were
shot dead by the British forces. This served to
arouse the Akalis who took immediate posses-
sion of the Gurdwara without any further inter-
ference from the Government. With a view to
causing further trouble the Government has ap-
pointed a receiver to take over charge of the
property of the Gurdwara. As the Akalis con-
sider this an hostile act against their religion fur-
ther trouble is anticipated and it is expected that
a clash will take place at Nankana Sahib between
the Akalis and the Government forces.

At the famous Guru Ka Bagh the British Gov-
ernment administered a severe beating to thous-
ands of Akalis. These beatings, administered by
the British police, had gone on for several
months. A corrupt priest has been given charge
of affairs at Guru KaBagh. The Akalis will find

it necessary to again renew their fight.

Set Brother Against Brother

An exactly similar policy to that pursued in

“Ireland by the British 1s now being pursued in

India. The government has organized “loyal’”
forces. The result being that brother opposes
brother. and sister against sister. Temporaritly,
this policy of divide and conquer, has succeeded
in fomenting strife between the Hindus and the
Mohammedans.  With other communities fight-
ing among themselves the government thinks
this is the opportune time to crush the Akali
movement.

There is about to be a violent reaction to the
present actions of the government. When the
various communities find out the truth about
the causes which led up to their fighting among
themselves a solidarity of interests is bound to
arise and so create a united péople against the
British Government in India.

LABOR PARTY AND INDIAN FREEDOM

At the recent annual conference of the British
Labor Party, attended by every member of the
Cabinet of the British Labor Government, includ-
ing Premier James Ramsay MacDonald, a reso-
lution was passed demanding that the persecution
of Indian workers, for political and industrial
erasons be immediately stopped.

Why should it be necessary to pass such a res-
olution was not stated at the conference, when
it is known that the Government of Britain is al-
leged to be a Labor Government. Persecutions
in India could be immediately stopped if the Brit-
ish Labor Government was really interested in
such a stoppage.

It was suggested that a conference of all par-
ties in India be called with a view to outlining
some scheme of self-government for the people
within the British Empire. The people of India
are not going to be fooled by another “Free”
State proposal. They have seen the mischief cre-
ated in Ireland by such proposals.  The only
scheme of self-government that will meet with
the approval of the people of India is one that al-
lows for complete control of India by the people
of India and the withdrawal of all British forces,
judicial and military. : i

Gandhi is considered one of the six greatest
men in the world. No British propagandist seems
to suggest that a nation that can produce such a
manyis, at least, entitled to look after jts own af-
fairs.
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Seven

How the British Empire Cares for the Peasant

By H. WYNN-CUTHBERT

THE story of I[ndia during the past seventy
years forms one of the most interesting and
also one of the most important sections of the
history of capitalist civilization. That develop-
ment may be regarded as a foregone conclusion,
and the neea therefore arises for collecting mate-

—al from which a concise and reliable history of

that country may be put together. A general
idea of the character of the problems and diffi-
culties which beset the Nationalist movement in
its early days may be gathered from the book
which forms the subject of this article. (Sir Will-
jam Wedderburn and the Indian Reform Move-
ment by S. K. Ratcliffe.) Of Wedderburn him-
self Lttle more needs to be said than that he was
a sircere reformer of the moderate, “‘constitution-
al” type, who labored faithfully for the cause to
which he devoted his life—the improvement of
tke conditions of the peopel of India. In home
politics he was a consistent and courageous Lib-
eral, “‘a pro-Boer,” a supporter of Trade Union-
ism, and an ardent advocate of non-sectarian ed-
ucation, Home Rule, small holdings and work-
ingclass magistrates. He was certainly fully de-
serving of the warm expression of gratitude and
affection which his indefatigable labors on their
behalf called forth from the constitutional Indian
Nationalists.

But the real importance of the book attaches
to the account it contains of the early history of
the Nationalist movement. It is to be regretted
that the author did not treat this aspect of his
subject more in detail, as he would then have
written a work of real and permanent value. As
it is, important and useful matter is Jargely bur-
jed among long passages of purely biographic in-
terest. It is significant that the first problem that
confronted Wedderburn as an Anglo-Indian of-
ficial was that of ‘‘the economic condition of the
laboring multitude—the destination of the mass
of rayats, those patient and industrious cultiva-
ttors who make up four-fifths of the population
... The Indian peasant was a poor, half-starved
human unit—one among |50 millions spread ov-
er a territory of 900,000 square miles, liable to
famine on an average once every five years.”

And famine, as is here conclusively proved,
was due to the poverty of the peasant and not to
shortage of food. We are told of the famine of
1900 that ‘‘the Viceroy, Lord Curzon; declired
that the famine of that year was greater in inten-

sity than any previous visitation. Even in the
worst months of the famine, and in the worst lo-
calities, there has never been a deficiency in the
food supply. There has always been a suffici-
ency of grain on the spot in the hands of the
traders, but the cultivators have no means to pur-
chase. They have no money, and being hope-
Jessly in debt to the money-lender, have lost their
credit.”’

The trader, the money-lender and, “the great-
est of these three,” the Government tax-collect-
or, were responsible; even our worthy liberal
friend came (‘‘with extreme reluctance”) to see
that “'this chronic poverty was mainly due to the
modern system of land revenue and assessment,
perfected after India has passed under the do-
minion of the Crown.” It was the price the In-
dian peasant had to pay for the privilege of liv-
ing under British rule. Consider the following:

“In the old days, in a bad year the rayat had to
give but little; if he had no crop he gave nothing,
but in a bumper year, the rayat gave of his abun-
dance. But the Government, for the sake of of-
ficial convenience, placed a rigid cash assessment
on each field, to be paid at fixed times, whatev-
er the success of the season’s crop. Further, the
date of payment came before the harvest in or-
der, of course, that the crops of defaulters might
be seized, and if the money were not paid the
authorities had power to take from the peasant
even his home, land, plough, oxen, bedding and
cooking utensils.”

A Commission appointed in 1876 (as the re-
sult of “‘direct action’’ on the part of the exasper-
ated peasants, who forgot themselves so far as
to “‘riot””) admitted “‘that the rigid cash payment
had driven the rayat to the money-lender, and
that once in his hands, the Government debt
courts completed the ruin of the peasant.”
Three years later the Government found “‘a rem-
edy” by remitting the rayat's debts, not to the
wretched peasants, but to the money-lenders,
“leaving,” as the author says, “the revenue sys-
tem, which was the cause of the mischief, un-
touched.” Comment is needless.

Some account is also given of how the Indian
demands for self-government and education
came to be formulated, and how every reform,
even of the most moderate and constitutional
character, was rejected either by the Inqia
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